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Message from the Chairperson 
 

 

 

Dear friends! 
 

Namaste! Welcome to India Fest 26th anniversary hosted by the Asian Indians of Hampton Roads (AIHR). 

It gives me great pleasure to invite you to this celebration of India. The 26th celebration of India Fest, at 

the Virginia Beach Convention Center, promises to be a feast for the senses. We welcome you to explore 

and enjoy the vibrant tradition and culture of one of the world’s oldest civilizations. 
 

Savor the delicate intricacies of Indian spices from the best local Indian restaurants, be mesmerized by 

India’s music and dance, and enjoy the educational activities with your children. Add bling to your ward- 

robe, and update your style with many exotic vendors from near and  

far. We have tried to create the overarching majesty and diversity of India, with nonstop cultural perfor-

mances that capture the essence of Indian culture. We hope that India Fest is not only an enjoyable expe-

rience for you, but also fosters a deeper understanding and appreciation of India. 
 

The Asian Indians of Hampton Roads group proactively supports the Hampton Roads community. Read 

more about us at www.aihr.org. One of our focal missions is to promote education locally. Towards that 

goal, we have introduced youth-oriented competitions at India Fest. Art, badminton, chess, essay, math, 

poetry, ping pong, public speaking, and tennis competitions create an environment of learning and fun. 

We also had a fun panipuri eating competition that contestants and spectators enjoyed equally. Ladies 

came out and showed off their talent by participating in bridal makeup, wrap-n-roll and matki decorating 

competitions. Our goal is to recognize talent and encourage children to compete and shine! 
 

NETCON provides festive and relaxed environment for people from corporations, banks, restaurants, 

health professional, political dignitaries and sponsors to mingle.  NETCON has been instrumental to pro-

vide business connections for attendees. 
 

AIHR is grateful to our community for their massive support and encouragement to this Mega  India Fest. 

An event of this magnitude is only possible with dedication, meticulous planning, and the labor of love. 

We extend our sincere gratitude to our sponsors! Our vendors, who come from far and near, are the jew-

els of India Fest. Finally, AIHR is indebted to the service of our innumerable performers, choreographers, 

committee members, and volunteers. Thank you for championing the success of our India Fest! 
 

Best wishes for peace and harmony amongst us! 
 

Bhranti Patel 

Chairperson, India Fest  
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Feed the Homeless 
 

By Prisha Patel 
Youth Volunteer Chair, India Fest 

As a high school student taking the lead to organize a volunteer event to 

feed the homeless, I have been navigating a whirlwind of responsibilities. 

From navigating with the venue and ensuring that there were enough vol-

unteers signed up for the event, it was a challenge. Planning, buying, and 

portioning food that fit within the budget was a lesson in precision and re-

sourcefulness. As the event approached, there was a mix of nerves and ex-

citement, hoping that our efforts would bring a bit of warmth and nourish-

ment. In the end, with the volunteers' hard work and resources from the 

venue, we were able to successfully prepare and provide enough meals to 

help those in need within our community.  
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Memories from India Fest 2022 
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Leadership Team 

Bhranti Patel 
Chairperson, India Fest 

Karamjit Rajpal 
Co-Chair, India Fest 

Dharti Patel 
Co-Chair, Cultural 

Vidhi Sharma 
Chair, Cultural 

Janak Patel 
Chair, Food 

Naveen Agarwal 
Chair, Exhibits 

Bhavin Patel 
Chair, Sponsorship 

Pradip Patel 
Chair, Operations 

Parita Patel 
Chair, Decor 

Anil Nair 
Chair, Netcon 

R.K. Renukunta 
Chair, PR 

Abhay Bhardwaj 
Chair, Marketing 

Reenu Agarwal 
Chair, Volunteer 

Dr. Murthy 
Co-Chair, Sponsor 

Bijay Singh 
Chair, Publication 

Umang Aggarwal 
Treasurer 

Pringal Parikh 
Co-Chair, Marketing 

Prisha Patel 
Lead Youth Volunteer 

Meetali Chhaya 
Co-Chair, Talent 

Henal Parikh 
Co-Chair, Talent 

Dhruv Parikh 
Chair, Music 

Rupal Master 
Co-Chair, Netcon 

Mohit Gour 
Co-Chair, PR 

Ram Babu 
Co-Chair, Volunteer 

Devendra Kumar 
Chair, Audio Video 

Mariyam Roshan 
Co-Chair, Decor 
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SPONSORS 
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PRESENTING SPONSOR 
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EXHIBITORS  

 
 
• Aanshi by Jagruti 
• AARP Virginia 
• Archies fashion world collection 
• BAPS 
• Bhavesh Patel (Financial Services) 
• ButterCups fancy Face paining 
• Diya Jewelers 
• Dollar Bank 
• Eternity Artifacts 
• F3 Financials 
• Fresh Pic Photo Booth 
• General Dynamics 
• Henna Art & Designs 
• Henna Tattoos  
• HGI 
• Indian Student Association 
• ITC Federal 
• Kanchan Mishra Art Gallery 
• Lakeshore Dental  
• LAP Groups 
• Libas Designs, LLC 
• Maninagar Swaminarayan Temple 

 
 

• MJ collections 
• Norfolk Sister Cities 
• Northwestern Mutual  
• ODU 
• One Finance LLC 
• Operation Smile 
• Progressive collection 
• Riddhi Siddhi collections  
• Royal Games 
• Ruchis Collection 
• Sahiyar Ethinic Studio 
• Secret Garden Jewelry & Gifts 
• Shilpa’s Creations 
• Six Yards of Mystique 
• Subkuch LLc 
• Swati Patel 
• Trinity Solutions 
• The Lasik Vision Institute 
• VA Imports 
• VKM Collections 
• World Affair Council 
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FOOD VENDORS 
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Weddings in India 
 

By Malini Srirama 
 

Weddings throughout the world are a rite of passage, full of tradition 
and customs, an exuberant joining of two individuals as they begin 
their life in unison. In similar fashion, the Indian wedding is a joyful 
celebration of glorious legacy, artistry, craftsmanship, and cultural 
heritage.  
 
India is a diverse country known for its plurality of religions, customs, and cultural arts. The 
wedding not only represents a union of the bride and the groom, but also bonds their two 
families together.  
 
Today we are showcasing a variety of age-old, Hindu wedding ceremony traditions and cus-
toms of some states, including Punjab, Bengal, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, and Kerala.  
 
While each state has its unique wedding customs throughout India, many similarities exist 
across the traditions. Indian weddings typically last several days, during which there are 
various ceremonies and rituals. Food represents a key element of every wedding. There 
are family feasts with traditional food, often vegetarian, as well as fruits and sweets. Also 
customary, pre-wedding blessings—often administered by married female relatives of the 
bride or groom—usually take place at the bride and groom’s family homes. Wedding attire 
varies from region to region with respect to colors, but in most, the wedding garments are 
made of silk and have gold borders or threading and the bride heavily adorns herself in 
gold jewelry for the ceremony. In many of the different traditions, the groom wears consid-
erable gold adornments as well.  
 
I remember my Tamil wedding in India many decades ago. The festivities lasted five days, 
and I wore silk saris of many colors and gold jewelry throughout the course of the festivi-
ties.  My wedding was ritualistic, exhilarating, and exhausting. 
 
The highlight of this year’s India Fest, a segment on the “Indian Wedding,” is produced by 
our own Dr. Raji Kaloji and Nupur Jain. Dr. Kaloji is well- known for her previous produc-
tions. Be our guest and enjoy the wedding ceremony!  
 
Malini Srirama is an accomplished dancer who has performed throughout India, Canada, Europe, Aus-
tralia, and the United States.  Hailing from a family deeply involved in the classical arts, she began study-
ing dance from a young age. Throughout the years Malini, has continued to study dance and choreography 
under the tutelage of eminent gurus in India. She is a dancer, teacher, and choreographer of classical Indi-
an dance, currently based in Norfolk, Virginia. 
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TALENT CONTEST’S RESULTS 2023 
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